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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: In Claim 5, line 3 it 
appears that "and" should be replaced by "or". For the purpose of applying art to the 
claim, In Claim 5 examiner replaced "and" for "or". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bennett 
(US 6,288,613). 

With respect to claim 1 Bennett discloses a semiconductor integrated circuit 
device comprising: a power wiring whose one end is connected to a power supply 
(Power wiring consist of the wire extending from FET 20); a ground wiring (Line 22) 
whose one end is connected to a ground (Line 22 is connected to 0V or ground); and a 
plurality of circuits connected in parallel between the power wiring and the ground wiring 
(Column 4 lines 62-65), wherein the other end of the ground wiring is connected to a 
current generating section (Bias circuit 26 Figure 2) for generating a predetermined 
current (Column 3 lines 19-23, Column 3 lines 29-30) in a state in which the section is 
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connected to a negative power supply (Bias circuit 26 is connected to line 38, which is 
connect to Negative voltage -V). 

With respect to claim 2 Bennett discloses a semiconductor integrated circuit 
device comprising: a power wiring whose one end is connected to a power supply 
(Power wiring consist of the wire extending from FET 20); a ground wiring (Line 22) 
whose one end is connected to a ground (Line 22 is connected to 0V or ground); a 
plurality of circuits connected in parallel between the power wiring and the ground wiring 
(Column 4 lines 62-65); and a current generating section (Bias circuit 26) whose one 
end is connected to the other end of the ground wiring to generate a predetermined 
current (Column 3 lines 19-23, Column 3 lines 29-30) in a state in which the other end 
of the section is connected to a negative power supply (Negative voltage -V, Figure 2). 

With respect to claim 3 Bennett discloses a semiconductor integrated circuit 
device comprising: a power wiring (Power wiring consist of the wire extending from FET 
20) whose one end is connected to a power supply (Positive voltage V+); a ground 
wiring (Line 22) whose one end is connected to a ground (0V); a plurality of circuits 
connected in parallel between the power wiring and the ground wiring (Column 4 lines 
62-65); a negative power supply (Negative voltage -V); and a current generating section 
(Bias circuit 26) whose one end is connected to the ground wiring and whose other end 
is connected to the negative power supply to generate a predetermined current (Bias 
circuit 26 is connected to ground line 22 and line 38, which is connect to Negative 
voltage -V to generate a predetermine voltage; Column 3 lines 19-23, Column 3 lines 
29-30). 
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With respect to claim 4 Bennett discloses the semiconductor integrated circuit 
device according to claim 1 , wherein the current generating section is disposed in a 
wiring portion most distant from a portion in which a ground potential is supplied to the 
ground wiring (As can be seen on figure 2 the bias circuit 26 is placed distant from the 
ground potential 0V that supplies the ground line 22). 

With respect to claim 5 Bennett discloses the semiconductor integrated circuit 
device according to claim 1 , wherein the current generating section is either one of a 
current source or an operating circuit which consumes a predetermined current to 
operate (Figure 2 shows FETs 28 and 30 of bias circuit 26, as it is well known in the art 
transistors behave depending on a current supply to its gate, thus they consume current 
to operate; accordingly figure 2 shows resistors 32 and 34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bennett (US 6,288,613) in view of Wedding (US 2004/0008733). 

With respect to claim 6 Bennett discloses the semiconductor integrated circuit 
device according to claim 5, however, Bennett does not disclose expressly that the 
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operating circuit that consumes the predetermined current to operate is a clock 
generator which outputs a clock signal. 

Wedding discloses a clock generator circuit 7, Figure 3 that outputs a clock 
signal to phase shifters 9' and 9"; it is understood that in order to operate the clock 
generator must be supplied with a predetermined current to obtain a desired clock 
signal. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have added a clock generator to the bias circuit disclosed by 
Bennett. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to provide a more 
reliable means to operate the circuits, specifically gate operated devices that performed 
an operation in response to an input signal. 

With respect to claim 7 Bennett discloses the semiconductor integrated circuit 
device according to claim 6, however, Bennett does not disclose expressly that the 
clock generator is connected to a level shifter for converting a level of the outputted 
clock signal to supply the clock signal to the plurality of circuits. 

Wedding discloses a clock generator circuit 7, Figure 3, the clock generator 
outputs a clock signal to phase shifters 9' and 9" to supply plurality of circuits (Data 
sources 5' and 5"), Page 2, Column 2 Paragraph (0035) lines 10-12. 

It would have been obvious to add the shifters disclosed by Wedding to the bias 
circuit disclosed by Bennett, for the purpose of supplying a predetermined signal to the 
circuits (Page 2, Column 2 Paragraph (0035) lines 2-28). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to the examiner's supervisor, Brian Sircus who can be 
reached on (571)272-2800. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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